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THE ADVOCATES’ SOCIETY WELCOMES NEW PRESIDENT 
AT END OF TERM DINNER  

 
 
Toronto: For Immediate Release                                                                          June 18, 2007 
 
A record 1,111 members and special guests gathered at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel on June 
6, 2007 for The Advocates’ Society End of Term Dinner, a formal event that has become a 
highly-anticipated annual opportunity for collegiality amongst advocates and the judiciary.   
 
Members paid tribute to outgoing president Michael E. Barrack of McCarthy Tétrault LLP, and 
welcomed new president Michael A. Eizenga of Siskind, Cromarty, Ivey & Dowler LLP in 
London. Mr. Eizenga praised Mr. Barrack for his enormous work ethic and for chairing events 
that challenged members to maintain their civility and passion in the pursuit of justice, and their 
commitment to social progress. 
 
Joining Michael Eizenga on the 2007 – 08 Executive Committee are Peter J. E. Cronyn of 
Nelligan O’Brien Payne LLP in Ottawa (First Vice-president); Sandra A. Forbes of Davies 
Ward Phillips & Vineberg LLP in Toronto (Second Vice-president); Marie T. Henein of Henein 
and Associates in Toronto (Treasurer), and Mark D. Lerner of Lerners LLP in London 
(Secretary).  
                                   
Mr. Eizenga noted that The Advocates' Society has experienced phenomenal growth in the last 
decade and that it now operates as a service organization in various parts of Canada.  Because 
much of its programming is exactly what is craved by the legal communities in emerging 
democracies, this year the Society will expand its focus to include an international component. 
 
Special guests at the End of Term Dinner included the Honourable Warren K. Winkler, Chief 
Justice of Ontario; the Honourable Heather J. Smith, Chief Justice of the Superior Court of 
Justice, the Honourable Chief Justice Annemarie E. Bonkalo of the Ontario Court of Justice,; 
the Honourable Michael J. Bryant, Attorney General of Ontario; the Honourable R. Roy 
McMurtry; the Honourable Brian W. Lennox, and internationally acclaimed film director 
Norman Jewison. 
 
The Honourable Marshall E. Rothstein of the Supreme Court of Canada presented the keynote 
address, offering tongue-in-cheek suggestions of practices and behaviour to avoid when 
advocating before the Supreme Court.  
 
The Advocates’ Society Arleen Goss Young Advocates’ Award was presented to Joseph 
DiLuca of DiLuca Barristers. Created in memory of Society member Arleen Goss, who passed 
away in 2002 at the age of 40, the award recognizes innovative and passionate advocacy, 
contribution to social justice, and commitment to the community.  

Continued… 
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http://theinquiry.ca/the-ag/
http://theinquiry.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/Her-Majesty-the-Queen-against-Malcolm-MacDonald-obstruction-of-justice.pdf
http://www.theinquiry.ca/wordpress/2008/07/17/why-the-sweet-deal/
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The Advocates’ Society Board of Directors 2007 - 08 
 

Robert B. Bell, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP 
Clare E. Burns, Office of the Children's Lawyer 

John E. Callaghan, Gowling Lafleur Henderson LLP 
Sylvia Corthorn, Kelly Santini LLP 
Alan D’Silva, Stikeman Elliott LLP 

Hugh DesBrisay, Hodson Shields DesBrisay O’Donnell MacKillop Squire LLP 
William D. Dunlop, Dunlop & Associates 

Joyce S. Elder, Barrister & Solicitor 
Peter H. Griffin, Lenczner Slaght Royce Smith Griffin LLP 

Barbara L. Grossman, Fraser Milner Casgrain LLP 
Peter Hagen, Soloway, Wright LLP 

Ava Hillier, Hillier & Hillier 
James R. Howie, Howie, Sacks & Henry LLP 

David M. Humphrey, Greenspan, Humphrey, Lavine 
Jessica A. Kimmel, Goodmans LLP 

Jonathan C. Lisus, McCarthy Tétrault LLP 
Alan H. Mark, Ogilvy Renault LLP 

William C. McDowell, Department of Justice Canada 
Harry W. McMurtry, Affleck Greene Orr LLP 

Kimberly T. Morris, Woolgar, Van Weichen Ketcheson Ducoffe LLP 
David S. Morritt, Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP 

Patrick J. Murphy, Donnelly & Murphy 
Michael P. O’Hara, Miller, Maki 

Michael Penman, Blaney McMurtry LLP 
Michael A. Penny, Torys LLP 

E. Jean Polak, Law Office of E. Jean Polak 
William J. Sammon, Barnes, Sammon LLP 

Brian J. Saunders, Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions 
Paul B. Schabas, Blake, Cassels & Graydon LLP 

Myron Shulgan, Q.C., Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone LLP 
Jonathan Stainsby, Heenan Blaikie LLP 

Paul R. Sweeny, Evans Sweeny Bordin LLP 
Nicole J. Tellier, Barrister & Solicitor 

Paul Tushinski, Dutton Brock LLP 
Tracy L. Wynne, Lax O’Sullivan Scott LLP 

Aaron Dantowitz, Stockwoods LLP – Ex officio 
 

The Advocates’ Society is a professional association for advocates with some 3,600 members 
throughout Ontario. It is the primary provider of advocacy skills training in the province and it 
plays a prominent role in contributing to justice reform initiatives and in preserving and 
strengthening the position of advocates and the rights of the public. 
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CONTACT:  
Sonia Holiad 
Director of Communications & Events  
Tel: 416-597-0243 x.112 
E-mail: sonia@advocates.ca 
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