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Brother Malcolm MacDonald
has received a rare honor. He has
been knighted into the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, Knights Hos-
pitaller.

This organization is-made up of
an elite group of Christians whose
inception dates back to 600 A.D.

Brother Malcolm MacDonald, a
i prominent member of our com-
i munity and of our Council has re-
cently been accepted into the Sov-
ereign Order of St. John of
Jerusalem, Knights Hospitaller.

The history of the Order began . -

about 600 A.D., when Pope Gregor
the Great founded a hostel for pil-
grims visiting the Holy Land. Sub-
sequently, with the persecution of
the Christians and the Crusades
that followed, the order took on a
military role and evolved into
Chivalric Order of Knights Hospi-
taller. The eight pointed cross
was worn on a black tunic by the
Hospitallers and the plain white
cross on a red tunic by the Mili-
tary Knights. Both of these tradi-
tional symbols have been main-
Lained in the regalia of the Order.

Over the centuries that followed,
the History of the Order is inter-
twined with the struggles of Chris-
tianity for survival and the politi-
cal maneuvers for power. The
Original Order has however un-
dergone change with the military
role becoming non-viable and the
order itself fractured by circum-
stance of political and religious
differences.

Today, various groups have
adopted the funadmental prin-
ciples and the humanitarian ob-
jectives of the original Order and
they established in Europe, Aus-
tralia and in the Americas. One of
the better known institutions
which derived [rom the original
Order is the “'venerable Order of
St. John of Jerusalem in the Brit-
ish Realm." They developed the
St. John's Ambulance Brigade.

This ecumenical, international
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community of Christian Knights
and Dames is committed in ded-
ication for the Faith and for Serv-

ice td*Mankind - “‘Pro Fide et Pro -

Utilitate Hominum."" The interna-

tional headquarters is located in".

Brussels, Belgium and there are
autonomous Grand Priorys. The
Grand Priory of the Americas is
located in Vancouver, Canada.
Within the structure of this
Priory, there are a number of

Commanderys (Chapters), the
closest one being located in Ot-
tawa.

Persons invited to join the Order
are recognized for their achieve-
ments and contributions to their

“community and they are honored

upon acceptance by having the ti-
tle Chevalier/Dame bestowed and
by entitlement to wear the medal
of the Order on appropriate occa-
sions. ,




