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Phase 2 Community Healing
Last July, I was asked to join the Advisory Panel for Healing and Reconciliation for the Cornwall Public Inquiry. The Cornwall Public Inquiry has two parts – hearings that look at the past, and a second phase that looks at positive activities for the future. It is Phase 2 that the Advisory Panel is working on.

Last summer and fall, members of the Advisory Panel had meetings with over 30 community groups, including a great meeting with the Executive Board of the Chamber of Commerce. We got many ideas about what could work for the future, and also about what we should avoid. We listened to both.

Now, we are planning a larger meeting on May 2, 2007, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., at the Civic Complex, to bring various groups together to choose and plan for activities that the community could support. All of the Advisory Panel members and staff of the Inquiry want to have Phase 2 activities and recommendations that will really help, and not waste money and time on activities people cannot support. Our vision for the day and for Phase 2 is “Building Hope, Trust and Pride”.

My reason for writing you is that most people we met with are from social agencies. My hope is that we will have business people involved, in order to get a wider range of opinions – and people with practical experience in getting things done.

I believe that we can turn Phase 2 into a positive for Cornwall; that it can be a turning point for our community. To do that, we need everyone at the table. If you think you could join me in making a difference, please phone or email Lori Loseth at 613-938-2880 or Lori.Loseth@jus.gov.on.ca and I will make sure you are invited on May 2, 2007. If you’d like to talk first, you can reach me at gail@gailkaneb.com or 613-931-9360.

Sincerely,

Gail Kaneb 
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